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EVIDENCE FOR 
ROBERTS COMMITTEE 


Second Special L.A. Council Meeting 


For the second time within a few months a special meeting of the L.A. Council 
has been called. The meeting will take place on 16th January, a fortnight before the 
normal meetings of the L.A. committees and Council’ at the end of January. The L.A. 
sub-committee which has been preparing the evidence for submission to the Roberts 
Committee met on 6th January and completed the memorandum which is to be considered 
at the Council’s special meeting on the 16th. 

The unusual step of calling two Council meetings within a fortnight was taken in view 
of the timetable of the Roberts Committee. A further departure from normal procedure 
is that the Executive Committee, which usually considers the evidence before it is sub- 
mitted to the Council, is not to be called before the special meeting of the Council. 
Members of the Executive Committee were consulted before this step was taken: only 


two dissented. 


CHARGE FOR LOANS OF 
GRAMOPHONE RECORDS 


The London Star reported on 19th Decem- 
ber that the Standing Committee of 
Metropolitan Chief Librarians had con- 
sidered the Roberts Committee’s 14-point 
questionnaire and agreed to recommend 
that the public library service should 
continue to be provided free of charge. 

“Though most, if not all, Town Hills 
are expected to say that books should be 
loaned free’’, said the Star, “there may be a 
number of objections to the free issue of 
pictures, photographs, and gramophone 
records.” 

It will be recalled that the Croydon 
Corporation was unsuccessful pst 8 in 
its attempt to legalize a charge for the loan 
of gramophone records. 


HONOURS LIST 
Awards to Roberts and Francis 


The New Year’s Honours List included two 
persons of note in the library world, Dr. 
S. C. Roberts and Mr. F. C. Francis. 

Dr. Roberts, who becomes a Knight, is 
a Past President of the L.A. and Chairman 
of the Government Committee, usually 
known as the Roberts Committee, on the 
structure of the Public Library Service in 
England and Wales. 

Mr. Francis, who is awarded a C.B., is 
also a member of the Roberts Committee, 
the Chairman of the L.A.’s Executive 
Committee and Keeper of Printed Books 
in the British Museum. 











BIBLIOBUS OR 
COFFIN NAIL? 


There was a heated correspondence recently in the 
Assistant Librarian over terminology to be applied to 
a library on wheels. Mobile libraries, travelling 
libraries, vans, and other permutations were sugges- 
ted, but nothing quite as picturesque emerged as the 
name given to the first French school library on 
wheels, which has been named the “Bibliobus 
Scolaire”. 

The bibliobus, carrying more than 3,000 books, 
calls daily at each of the 25 schools at Tours, and has 
proved such a success that it has been exhibited in 
Paris, and will probably be initiated in other towns. 

No such advance seems likely in the Isle of Ely, 
where a proposal to spend £2,000 in launching a 
new mobile library service was heralded by an 
alderman on the education committee as “another 
nail in the coffin of village life”. 

The chairman of the library sub-committee had 
spoken of the marked increase in the number of 
books in circulation and of the desire to take the 
service to outlying areas where people did not have 
the chance of having a library book. He pointed out 
that a mobile service could provide a choice of 2,000 
to 3,000 books as opposed to the 300 or 400 normally 
available in village centres. 

The Peterborough Citizen and Advertiser of 6th 
December, reporting the Council debate, recorded 
Alderman J. W. Ollard as saying, “It is an entirely 
wrong policy for mobile vans to kill the spirit of 
village life.” He added that he felt existing centres 
provided an adequate and free service for those with 
a thirst for education and literature. The result of the 
debate was that an amendment was accepted that 
the whole matter be referred to a future meeting of 
the committee for fuller information on the cost 
of a mobile service. 

One can only conclude from Alderman Ollard’s 
pritnitive attitude that either his “thirst for educa- 
tion” has never been very great, or that his know- 
ledge of the potentiality of library service is based 
upon chance acquaintance with a box of books in a 
village hall. 


Delete “Imaginative” 


Norman Tomlinson, Secretary of the London and 
Home Counties Branch, has suggested a special 
Public Relations Programme in association with the 
Brighton L.A. Conference. The conference com- 
mittee welcomed this “imaginative proposal” and 
invited Mr. Tomlinson to initiate further inquiries. 

The membership committee accepted the report 
but deleted the word “imaginative”! 
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BUILDING WITH 
CHARACTER 


In County Library Notes in the Record (November, 
1957) Mr. Wray said: “Librarians who regret the 
lack of national publicity accorded to our profession 
will have seen with pleasure the detailed and 
appreciative article in The Times, entitled ‘New 
aracter of civic buildings’, dealing with Bucking- 
hamshire’s new branch library at Beaconsfield.” 

“The article”, said Mr. Wray, “is not prompted by 
an mp. ceremony or any kind of gimmick. It is 
simply a review of a noteworthy piece of public 
architecture—this time it happens to be a county 
library.” 

This branch library has attracted further architec- 
tural attention, being now included in the Architec- 
tural Review for December, 1957, in the feature 
“Current Architecture: recent buildings of interest 
briefly illustrated”. 


7 


Photographs and plans appeared in The Builder, 
11th October, of a new fan-shaped branch library at 
Walderslade, Chatham, Kent. The reason given for 
the fan-shape is the old chestnut about “perfect 
vision (supervision?) from the receiving and issuing 
counter to all parts.” 


SHAVINGS 


Under the settlement recently announced for the 
execution of Bernard Shaw's plans for a new 
16-vowel alphabet, many libraries will eventually 
receive free copies of a transliterated version of 
Androcles and the Lion. Shaw directed in his will that 
the play be reproduced in the new alphabet and 
copies be presented to public libraries in the British 
Isles, the British Commonwealth, America and to 
national libraries everywhere. 


* 


Books in the Post 


The Postmaster General can hold out “no hope at 
present of any reduction in the postal charges for 
books”. Asked in the House of Commons on 
11th December if he would investigate the transit 
of books by inland _ with a view to reducing 
the present heavy charges, particularly on single 
copies, he said that these normally go by the printed 
paper service. He agreed that the single copy book 
post is “the life-line of literature and culture”. 


* * * 


The Librarian reports that the exhibition of photo- 
graphs of overseas libraries entitled Across the 
Frontiers has now been shown in 17 places and that 
demands for bookings are still being received. 





| BRANCH NEWS | 
IRISH ARMISTICE ? 


TE + winter activities of the Northern Ireland Branch 
opened at the University, Belfast, where for the first 
time in its history the Branch was addressed by the 
President of the Library Association of ireland, the 
only other professional body in the British Isles. This 
year’s President, Mr. P. J. Stephenson, F.L.A.1., City 
Librarian of Dublin, took as his subject “Ulster and 
the library movement in Ireland”. Inevitably, this 
dealt with the links between the northern province 
of Ulster and the development of public libraries in 
the city of Dublin. Beginning by referring to 
Marsh’s Library, founded in 1703, which until 
recently has always been regarded as the oldest 
public library in Ireland, Mr. Stephenson then 
referred to distingui Ulstermen such as Lord 
Thomas O'Hagan, John Kells Ingram, J. S. Crone, 
George R (“AE”) who had all, in various 
capacities, but particularly as committee members 
helped to establish the public library movement in 
Ireland. The account was most informative and 
frequently interspersed with typical flashes of 
humonr. 

The November meeting enabled Branch members 
to visit the newly-o headquarters of the Antrim 
County Library which were described in detail in 
that month’s Record. Miss E. D. ScoTson 


Jules Verne’s entire works are to be republished, 
beginning with A Floating City, The Begum's 
Fortune, and Five Weeks in a Balloon to appear this 
spring at 12s. 6d. each. This is one of the results of 
the successful campaign by the London and Home 
Counties Branch ge L.A. to have out-of-print 
books in demand reissued. Fuller details appear in 
the Record. 


On Wednesday, 13th November, the East of 
Scotland Branch were the guests of Messrs. 
W. & A. K. Johnston & G. W. Bacon Ltd. at their 
Edinburgh works. Although primarily carto- 
’ graphers, much of their work is photo-lith ic 

book printing, and in a comprehensive tour of thei 
premises the visitors were shown many of the 


processes involved. 
* * * 


A broadcast appeal on behalf of the Friends of the 
National Libraries was made on the B.B.C. Home 
Service on 24th November by Robert Birley, 
Headmaster of Eton College. This organization 
purchases books and manuscripts which libraries 
could not buy unaided, and have thus over 
too collections iricluding the National Libraries, 
Universities and Municipal and County Libraries. 


Circle of State Librarians 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of the Circle of State 
Librarians was held on 28th November at Chaucer 
House. 

The Membership Officer reported that the 
membership was stil continuing to rise as the result 
of attractive pro and a vigorous recruitment 
campaign. At the time of bir pai the figure stood 
at 263, which represen 
government library staff. During the past year a 
record attendance of 578 supported the twenty 
organized functions which inciuded visits to other 
government libraries, the N.C.L., B.S.LR.A., 
B.B.C. and the London Library, and meetings on 
various problems in cataloguing and enquiry work. 
A new venture, a one-day Conference on The 
Analysis of Special Material, was particularly successful. 

The first two publications in a series of occasional 
papers were issued and dealt with government 
periodical lists and Uniterms. During the year three 
examination fees: grants were made as part of the 
Circle’s policy of assisting the junior staff in their 
professional studies. 

The progress the Circle was making was most 
satisfactory, and it was hoped that it would continue 
to enjoy the active support of its members. 


KINGSTON UPON HULL 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
MEDICAL LIBRARY 

The Library was set up in 1954 by agreement 
between the Hull Hospital Management Commit- 
tees and the Ki mn upon Hull Public Libraries. It 
is administered by the Public Libraries and is self- 
contained, in a corner of a large reference library 
stack and special study-room, with study tables and 
reading lamps. Current periodicals are diepls on 

s 


r 


The Management Committees allocate a fixed 


sum for the of books, subscribe to 59 
medical journals and pay for their binding. This 
Kingston upon Hi ic Libraries pur 
widely in this subject field; book selection is carefully 
co-ordinated. 

All material (except current journals and biblio- 
el ae 8 ee ee 
medical staffs of the hospitals in the district, general 
practitioners, interested members of the staff of Hall 
University, biochemists and senior hospital labora- 
tory technicians and accredited readers of the Public 


Libraries. 
The use made of the library during the last three 
years has amply justified this special provision. 








L.A.’s EXEMPTION FROM RATES 
CONTESTED 


OVER {£1,000 DEMANDED 
ANNUALLY 


Members who have followed the misfortunes of the 
London Library and others in the matter of rating 
appeals will not be surprised to learn that the 
Library Association has also been presented with a 
demand for rates from which it was previously 
exempt. The Association has taken legal advice at 
every stage so far, and will continue to do so. Should 
these appeals fail, the Association will be liable to 
annual payments of over one thousand pounds from 
1956 onwards. Apart from the inroad which would 
have to be made upon reserves, a further four-figure 
rise in expenditure in these days when other costs 
are rising, could only be viewed with concern. 


and Associations’ 


Authorities’ 
Representation on Council 


Each year the Council may invite, under the Bye- 
laws, four Associations or Library Authorities to 
appoint representatives to serve on the L.A. Council. 
The Byelaws say: “Associations nominated shall be 
restricted to those whose functions are to unite 
public or other authorities responsible for libraries 
or to promote the development of library service”. 
No definition is given in the Byelaws of a “library 
authority”. The Executive Committee, having 
heard legal opinion, presented the following 
definition: “a corporate body responsible for the 
provision of a library service”. 

For several years the bodies represented on the 
L.A. Council have been the County Councils 
Association, the Committee of Vice-Chancellors, 
and the Metropolitan Boroughs Standing Joint 
Committee. The fourth available place has been left 
vacant. This year eight authorities or associations 
were nominated in Council, and the matter has now 
been remitted to the Executive Committee for a 


decision 
Book Census 


Recommended 


All public libraries are recommended by the L.A, to 
arrange a census of books on issue at one time. They 
will be asked to include the results of such a census 
in the 1957-58 statistical questionnaire. This was 
suggested by W. Tynan 


University Theses 


Mr. Francis reported verbally on the work carried 
out by the University and Research Section on the 
availability of university theses. This was the result 
of a request by Mr. Davison (United Steels) at the 
Annual General Meeting “that the committee 
sponsoring the project . . . be asked to give this 
matter greater priority and to concentrate on an 
early solution”. 

A formal report was submitted to the University 
and Research Section Committee on 2nd December, 
and approved. It is printed for the information 
of members on page 13 of the L.A. Record. The 
Section were also to be asked to forward any addi- 
tional recommendations they wish to make to the 


Library Research Committee for information. 


J.N.C. in Northern Ireland? 


The Membership Officer attended a Conference 
convened by the Ministry of Labour for Northern 
Ireland to consider setting up a joint advisory board 
to regulate salaries and conditions of service for 
administrative, professional, technical and clerical 
staff in counties in Northern Ireland. The 
Conference has been adjourned until 16th January, 
when it is hoped that a decision will be taken on the 
establishment of the board. The Membership 
Officer is to attend this second meeting. 


New Councillor. Mr. S. H. Horrocks has been 
appointed as a Country Councillor to serve until the 
end of 1958 to fill the vacancy created by the election 
of Mr. A. B. Paterson as a Vice-President. 


International Conference on 
Scientific Information 


A paper on Training for Scientific Information Work 
in Great Britain is to be submitted on behalf of the 
Library Association for inclusion in the International 
Conference on Scientific Information, which is to 
take place in beg gy 8 The paper has been 
written by Messrs. B. I. Palmer and D. J. Foskett. 


COUNCIL NOTES 





NEW 
CLASSIFICATION 
SOUGHT 


Newly-developed special libraries, in par- 
ticular, are finding the existing schemes of 
classification inadequate. The Reference and 
Special Libraries Section, therefore, asked 
for the L.A.’s support for a plan to prepare 
a new general faceted scheme. 

A sub-committee consisting of Messrs. 
Bryon, Foskett and Vickery has been set up 
to consider the proposal and to consider 
making a joint approach with Aslib and the 
B.N.B. to the International Conference on 
Scientific Information to be held in 
Washington next November. It is to be 
recommended that the work be carried 
out in this country. 


MODERATING COMMITTEE 
FOR FIRST PROFESSIONAL 


EXAMINATION 

It is proposed to set up a Moderating Committee for 
the First Professional Examination, consisting of the 
Chairman of the Assessors Sub-Committee, the 
Chairman of the Education Sub-Committee, the 
Subject Assessor, the Senior Examiners, one repre- 
sentative of correspondence tutors, and two repre- 
sentatives of part-time teachers for the First Profes- 
sional Examination. 


Teacher—Librarians 
The Abridged Decimal Classification should not be 
the basis of teaching or examinirig for the new 
Teacher-Librarian Certificate. However, in view 
of the difficulties of supply of copies of the -un- 
abridged scheme, the Joint Board of Assessors have 
agreed that for the 1958 and 1959 examinations the 
use of the Abridged Classification scheme will be 
permitted. 
Examiners 

T. E. Callander has been appointed Subject Assessor 
for the First Professional Examination and D. E. Gray 
appointed Assistant Examiner for Papers 3 and 4 for 
this summer’s examination. 


Books for Young People 


Miss Helen Kerr of Glasgow Public Libraries is to be 
the o inating editor for the three parts of the 
L.A. publication, Books for Young People. It is hoped 
to issue a new edition of Group Il this year. 


Other Publications News 
Two major books, new editions of National Libraries 
of the World and Ranganathan’s Prolegomena to 
Library Classification, were published in December, 
and Five Years’ Work in Librarianship is due this 
month. 

Brief news of other publications: Miss Piggott is 
to rewrite her pamphlet, Cataloguing Books in 
Foreign Languages, as a manual. There was little 
enthusiasm for the idea that the L.A.’s Annual 
Lectures be reprinted in one volume or for a sugges- 
tion of a Librarians’ Desk Book. Mr. G. A. Carter has 
met formidable difficulties in compiling a book on 
Post-War Changes and Improvements in Libraries and 
the project has now been abandoned. 

Shortly to be published are the cumulative index 
to Library Science Abstracts and Dr. Walford’s Guide 
to Reference Books (which may, however, be given 
another title). 


Special Subject List 

The price of the L.A.’s monthly subject biblio- 
graphies is to be increased to 21s. a year. This will 
cover 12 issues in which technical and non-technical 
lists will probably appear in alternate months. 

The Council for Education in World Citizenship 
s the compilation of bibliographies 

id to its East-West project referred to in the 
November Record. It is possible that these will be 
included in the Subject List series. 


Liaison, which was originally regarded as an 
i for one year, is to continue on present 

lines, pending the report of the special committee 

which is considering the future of the Record. 


Dewey 15 Rejected 
Further consideration has been given to the admis- 
sion of the 15th edition of the Decimal classification 
as a itted work in the istrati i 
classification examination. It was resolved, however, 
not to admit it. 


L.A. Library Holdings 
Libraries are to be asked to y copies of Annual 
ee aan es Labs, 


The most important items from the November Council Meeting were reported 
last month. 
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ASLIB COURSE 

Aslib announce a course on the organization of 
science and technology to take place on Monday and 
Tuesday, roth and 11th February, at the College of 
Preceptors. There will be approximately five 
lectures, and the lecturers are announced as Mr. C. A. 
Ronan (The Royal Society), Mr. Ritchie Calder, 
Mrs. M. E. Mackiewicz (Aslib), Mr. Leonard Hill 
(the publisher) and Mr. B. C. Vickery (I.C.L). 

The object of the course is to give workers in 
libraries and information departments, who have no 
experience of science, some idea of the mental 
outlook of scientists, and some knowledge of the 
workings of the world of science and technology, so 
that they will be better equipped to understand and 
serve scientists and (echeaddaaien: The lecturers, 
according to the prospectus, will assume no scientific 
knowledge, and the course will not be suitable for 
qualified scientists or technologists. The course will 
not include, except incidentally, any parts of 
librarianship or information work, except the 
personal aspects of reference and dissemination work 
with scientists and technologists. 

Despite the fact that Aslib’s membership is largely 
made up of corporate bodies who can well afford it, 
there seems little justification for charging a fee 
of 8 guineas for a course which starts after lunch on 
the Monday and ends on the Tuesday afternoon. 


INFORMATION SCIENTISTS 
In a letter published in Engineering, 3rd January, 
Mr. J. Farradane (Scientific Information Officer, 
Tate & Lyle Research Laboratories) announces that 
a meeting is to be held in London on 23rd January, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. M. G. Dyson, to 
discuss terms of inauguration for an Institute of 
Information Scientists. Among the aims of the 
proposed Institute are “the establishment of qualifica- 
tions for persons engaged in scientific and technical 
information work”, and a condition of membership 
would be a university degree or equivalent subject 


qualification. 
* * * 


The November issue of the American journal 
Special Libraries is devoted exclusively to photo- 
micro-, and other documentary repr jon 
methods. 
* * * 

The F.1D. has awarded its Honorary Membership 
to Dr. Ranganathan “in commemoration and 
honour of his many contributions to library science 
and his creation of the Colon Classification as well 
as his multiple activities in promoting the intellectual 
and cultural co-operation een the Eastern and 
Western world.” The Indian ambassador in Paris 
received the award on Dr. Ranganathan’s behalf. 


Appointment of Librarian-in- 
charge, Branch 2 ee 7 Epsom 
o 


Surrey 


and Ewell District 


County Library 

This post was advertised in the T.L.S. on 15th 
March, 1957, at a salary in accordance with (the old) 
A.P.T.I (£600- £601) plus London weighting. 
The parti relating to the appointment stated 
that the person appointed may be required from 
time to time to take charge of the Epsom Library 
or the Ewell County Library. The immediate 
vacancy was at Epsom Library which had a total 
staff of nine, a separate Children’s Library, Reading 
Room and the district’s main Reference Library. 
The Secretary wrote to the County Librarian of 
Surrey stating that having regard to the standard 

trading decision for Branch Librarians laid down 
By the N.J.C., the post was inadequately graded 
and should be graded not less than the old A.P.T-III. 
He ‘wo recommended that in considering the 
representations made, the County Library Com- 
mittee should call for an investigation of the staff 
establishment of the district. A notice was inserted 
in the T.L.S. on 22nd March inviting members 
intending to apply for the post, to communicate 
first with the Secretary. Eight members wrote and 
were advised not to apply until the representations 
made to the authority had been considered and a 
decision reached. All eight agreed not to apply. 
The matter was under close consideration by the two 
local authorities concerned for a long time, during 
which a consultation took piace between their Chief 
Officers and Officers of Association. On 30th 
October, the County Librarian ~— to the 
Secretary stating that at its meeting on 29th October 
the Surrey County Council approved the regrading 
of the post from (the new) A.P.T.I to (the new) 
A.P.T.Il (£725- £845). The post was re-advertised 
in the T.L.S. on 15th November, 1957. 


New Lithographic Method 
Bibliography examiners searching for new questions 
may be tempted wd re 8 As oa st 

requiring knowledge of a li aphic 

sd fy Wider nar Se a new French edition of 
Don Quixote. 

Armed with a sgrwremstaeges 4 ee 
fired lead pellets at the stones, producing w 
calls a “divine splash”. On one occasion he filled the 
shell of a snail with ink ane! fired that—p 
“more and more divine splash”. Other tools 
included rhinoceros horns filled with ink-sodden 
bread crumbs, egg shells, sea urchins, frogs and 
octopuses. 

This limited edition is printed by Dominquy 
Viglino in 36 point Garamond. 
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Site of Caxton’s First Press 
November's issue of The Library contains an article 
claiming to settle “with certainty” the exact where- 
abouts within the precincts of Westminster Abbey 
of Caxton’s first press. The author is Lawrence E. 
Tanner, Keeper of the Muniments at Westminster 
Abbey who has re-examined the account rolls of the 
Abbey to locate the sites “not only where Caxton 
set up the first printing press but also of the house 
to which he subsequently moved within the 
Almonry”. 

Mr. Tanner’s conclusion is that the first printing- 
press was set up in 1476 in a joining to or 
close to the south or Poet’s Corner and that 
the shop was more or less associated with the 
production of books from that date until 1531-2. 
This shop was retained by Caxton even when he had 
moved to larger quarters in the Almonry and, after 
his death, was taken over by Wynkyn de Worde. 

As to the Almonry, Mr. Tanner says that Caxton 
moved in 1482, not 1483 as had previously been 
supposed, to tenements on the site of the modern 
No. 1 Victoria Street, on the corner of Great Smith 
Street. 


Newspage 


The Yorkshire Division of the A.A.L. has raised a 
total of eighteen guineas for the John Rylands 
Library Fund. 

Rebuilding of the Library block at Colston’s 
Giris’ School, Bristol has been completed at a cost 
of £36,000. The building was lost in a 1941 air raid 
but 11,000 books were saved. 

More than 600,000 pages of manuscript from the 
Vatican Library have been microfilmed and 
deposited in the Pius XII Library at the University 
of St. Louis in the United States. The Vatican 
Library possesses one of the richest collections of 
ancient manuscripts in the world. Over 7 million 
photographs and some 500 miles of microfilm were 
used in the task which has taken four years to 
complete (Unesco report). 


Gifts ranging from {1,000 by an individual donor 
and £750 from a commercial concern to a 10s. note 
and a two dollar bill left by visitors to the library 
have been received in answer to the public appeal for 
an endowment fund for the Lambeth Palace 
Library. 

Sutton and Cheam Public Libraries are hoping to 
instal a Photocharger in the near future. Photo- 
charging is now in operation at one branch of the 
Kingston upon Hull Public Libraries which also has 
one branch operating a token charging scheme. 


Jewish Library’s New Home 
E "s most important Jewish library was trans- 
feoet from Woburn House, Bloomsbury, early in 
September. It is part of Jews’ College, whose new 
session opened in in a new building in 
Montagu Square, Marylebone. 

Since the war the library has become foremost 
among those of its kind in Europe, and scholars 
from all over the world have come to consult its 
60,000 books and ins its 700 precious manu- 
or dy sh phases of Jewish history and 

ture. 

The new building has been provided as the result 
of a special appeal for £350,000 to mark the 
centenary year of the college. The library will 
occupy two floors. This will be the first time it has 


had a permanent home. 


BRITISH SHELVES FOR 
CANADIAN LIBRARY 
The Vancouver Public Library which was opened 
on 1st November, is in the heart of the city between a 
new block of offices and a modern hotel. A business 
man’s reference library is a special feature. 

Although the American Snead System has been 
installed, the steel shelving required has been supplied 
by Luxfer Ltd., of London, whose Secretary Mr. 
Ronald Bates flew out for the opening at the 
invitation of the British Columbian Government. 
Luxfer have exported more than a quarter of a million 
pounds-worth of steel shelving for Canadian libraries 
in the last few years. 


Eightpenny Reservation Fee 
Coulsdon and Purley Libraries have increased their 
charge for reserving books from threepence to 


ightpence. Average cost of each reservation is 
po at 1s. 1}d. 

The practice of reservation, says the Chairman of 
the Libraries Committee, is “getting completely out 
of hand . . . only a small proportion o the books 
reserved were for serious study”. 

Is the new fee a record for this country? 


‘For Candles Used at Meeting, 4d.” 
Such was the initial item of expenditure incurred 
by Dalbeattic’s first public library in 1852. The 
occasion for recalling it 105 years later was the recent 
opening of a new County Library Branch there 
which received prominent notice in The Scotsman 
of 15th November. 

The first book bought was Chambers In ion 
at 14s. and the price paid for the bookcases was 
£2 1s. 6d. 


Ealing Public Libraries has i a 47-page 
classified catalogue of books periodicals in stock 
of interest to students of Librarianship. 
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National Central 
Library Scheme 
Postponed 


The arrangement by which the National Central 
Library would cease to accept requests from the 
Regions for British books published after the 1st of 
this month will not, after all, be put into force. 

A last-minute announcement from the National 
Central Library said that the operative date will now 
be 1st January, 1959. Asked by Liaison if he would 
comment on the change, Mr. Hill, Librarian of the 
N.C.L., said that everyone concerned was anxious 
not to weaken confidence in the co-operative 
schemes as a whole. He felt that a year’s postpone- 
ment would give the Regions a little more time in 
which to ensure veel coverage of current 
British books in their own areas. 


BRITISH MUSEUM 
To keep the Reading Room of the British 
Museum open until 8 or 9 p.m. would cost about 
£47,000 a year, according to the Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury when he answered a Parliamentary 
question on the subject on 21st November. 
* * - 


A new Students’ Room in the Department of 
Manuscripts in the British Museum, was opened 
in November. The seating capacity of the room has 
been increased from 35 to over 50, while a consider- 
able increase in shelf space will make it possible to 
provide a more adequate selection of reference books. 
It is also hoped to instal within the room a microfilm 
reader and an ultra-violet lamp. The new Room is 
air-conditioned, the lighting has been increased and 
improved, and new furniture provided throughout. 
* * + 


The Royal Music Library, which was deposited 
in the British Museum on indefinite loan in 1911, 
has now been presented to the Museum by the 
Queen. The gilt took place on the occasion last 
month of the bicentenary of the presentation by 
King George II of the Old Royal Library to the 
British Museum. 


News of 
NATIONAL 
LIBRARIES 


LOANS OF RUSSIAN 
LITERATURE 


D.S.L.R. ACTIVITIES 


The D.S.LR. Lending Library Unit is issuing an 
occasional Bulletin entitled L.L.U. News. The first 
issue set out the aims of the Unit and the second 
publication in November contains a progress a 
particularly on the efforts to build up a comprehen- 
sive collection of Russian scientific and technological 
literature. Some 220 periodicals are being received 
regularly from the U.S.S.R. and it is estimated that 
something over a half of the current Russian output 
of scientific and technological literature is now 
being obtained. 

This literature will be available on loan to organ- 
izations which are approved borrowers from the 
Science Museum Library, provided loan requisition 
forms issued by that library are used. 

A photocopy service is also available. Ful! details 
may be obtained from the D.S.LR. Lending 
Library Unit at 20 Chester Terrace, N.W.1. 


* * * 
The National Lending Library is purchasing for 
its Russian literature section microfilms of several 
thousand translations of Russian scientific papers 
from the John Crerar Library's Translations Center, 
in Chicago. (This will amount to an outright 
purchase of all the translated Russian scientific 
material the Crerar Center has at present.) This 
information was given in a written parliamentary 
answer on 26th November. D.R.J. 

* * * 
The Library of Congress advertised Christmas 
Cards containing reproductions of illustrations in 
some of the Library's rare fifteenth-century books. 
One of these cards shows the woodcut “The Flight 
into Egypt. Without greeting”. In passing this 
information on to us, the Librarian of the Scottish 
Central Library asks whether it is “tactful of the 
Library of Congress to draw the attention of British 
libraries to this particular selection !” 

* * * 
The People’s Republic of ja has “a 
new library, with Stalin’s statue in front, housi 
thousands of Sanskrit manuscripts”, said Desm 
Donnelly, M.P., in The Observer on 24th November. 
He added that the English section, “which I was 
shown with pride, contained two moth-caten 
volumes of Shakespeare and- one copy of The 
Youngest Girl in the Fifth by Angela Brazil with a 
flyleaf inscription: to May, wishing her every 
success on her sixteenth birthday, from Eunice.” 
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